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SUBJECT: LEBANON 

1 . IN A SEPARATE CABLE TO DICK MURPHY, I AM ASKING HIM 
TO GET ACROSS TO THE SYRIANS, ON AN INFORMAL AND PERSONAL 
BASIS, OUR CONCERN ABOUT IDEAS THEY MAY HAVE TO PROVIDE 
A SYRIAN SECURITY FORCE IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST OF A 
NEW PRESIDENT. ASAD'S REPLY TO US ON YOUR SECURITY FORCE 
THOUGHTS SEEMED TO SUGGEST SUCH A POSSIBILITY, IF ONLY 
BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER EVIDENT RECOURSE IF ONE DISMISSES 
THE KINDS OF IDEAS YOU WERE PUTTING FORWARD. WHILE I 
AGREE THAT YOU SHOULD PUT YOUR OWN CONCEPTS ON ICE NOW, 

THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY WILL PRESUMABLY CONTINUE TO 
ARISE IN YOUR CONVERSATIONS AND YOU SHOULD TAKE SUCH 
OPPORTUNITIES TO REAFFIRM OUR CONCERN THAT THE INTERVENTION 
OF SYRIAN FORCES RUNS A VERY SERIOUS RISK OF ISRAELI 
COUNTERACTION. THIS WOULD BE TRUE EVEN IF A NEW LEBANESE 
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ISRAELI RESPONSE WOULD NOT BE BASED ON THE ATTITUDE OF 
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT TOWARD THE INTERVENTION, BUT ON 
THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR OWN SECURITY. WE PRESSED THE 
ISRAELIS HARD TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN RECENT DAYS AND 
WE SUCCEEDED LARGELY BECAUSE THE SYRIAN MOVEMENT HAD BEEN 
RESTRICTED TO THE IMMEDIATE BORDER AREAS. A DEEPER 

PENETRATION WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN A DIFFERENT STORY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO YOUR THOUGHT ABOUT U.S. ACTION TO 
HELP NARROW THE GAP BETWEEN THE SYRIANS AND JUMBLATT. 

WE CAN ONLY AGREE THAT SOME RAPPROCHEMENT HERE WOULD 
BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE BUT WE STILL DOUBT THAT OUR INTER- 
VENTION WOULD BE USEFUL. ASAD'S ATTITUDE TOWARD OUR 
ROLE IN LEBANON HAS A HEAVY INTERLARDING OF SUSPICION 
WHICH MAKES IT NECESSARY TO MOVE WITH CONSIDERABLE 
CAUTION AND TO LIMIT OUR INTERVENTIONS WITH HIM TO 
THOSE FEW AREAS IN WHICH WE HAVE AN OBVIOUS ROLE TO 
PLAY AND SOME CHANCE OF MAKING AN IMPRESSION. I DO 

NOT BELIEVE THAT ASAD'S RELATIONS WITH JUMBLATT FALL 
INTO THIS CATEGORY. 

3. YOU HAVE RAISED THE POSSIBILITY, IN THIS CONNECTION, 

OF A VISIT TO DAMASCUS. I DO NOT THINK THIS WOULD BE 
A GOOD IDEA, AT LEAST AT THIS STAGE. I AM NOT AT ALL 
SURE HOW YOU WOULD BE RECEIVED; THE SYRIANS MIGHT WELL 
NOT WANT TO BECOME LINKED WITH YOU BY SUCH A MEETING. 

IN ANY CASE, I THINK THERE ARE SOME ADVANTAGES TO YOUR 
HAVING THE POSITION OF A RELATIVELY INDEPENDENT ACTOR 
IN THE LEBANESE SCENE, NOT TOTALLY IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
SYRIANS EVEN WHILE MOVING IN GENERAL SUPPORT OF THEIR 
EFFORTS. 

4. FINALLY, I THINK YOUR SENSE OF TIMING IS ABOUT 

RIGHT WHEN YOU SUGGEST TERMINATING YOUR MISSION AT THE 
TIME ELECTIONS ARE HELD. WE CAN USE THAT AS A PLANNING 
BASE, SUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENTS. KISSINGER 
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